It is only in recent years that our knowledge of those small bodies which are known as the Endocrine glands has been sufficient to be of any real practical value to the physician. We are still, moreover, only on the threshold of ^the secrets which these bodies contain; but so fascinating is the study of the ductiess glands and their role in the psycho-physical mechanism of the individual, that We may be forgiven for discussing' in some detail their functions and structure. The gaps in our knowledge are still so wide that we have perforce often to content ourselves with speculation where exactitude should be possible. But it is daily becoming easier to fit fresh pieces in the puzzle, and it gradually becomes plainer that the part played by these organs is of the first importance to bodily health and mental efficiency. Furthermore, it behoves us all to realise that the future holds out hope that the treatment of many disorders of mind and body will be materially helped by the use of preparations manufactured from the glands of animals.
Historical., Interest was aroused among physiologists as early as the middle of the last century in those organs of the body, which, while of definite glandular structure, yet appeared to possess no ducts through which to deliver their secretions. 1 his was the period in which scientific interest was aroused in this subject. But 
